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Barbie trzal may reveal some secrets

8y Stanley Karnow . . )

WASHINGTON — The prosecuuon
of Klauns .Barbie, the ‘Gestapo chief
recently nabbed by the Prench, will
not breathe life back into the thou-
sands he killed during World War II.
But it threatens 10 rattle skeletons in
the closey; both in France and"in
America.

There seems to be evidenoe that

US. intelligence agents helped Bar-
bie escape to South America at the
end of the war in exchange for infor-
mation about the Sdviets. -

If Barbie reveals that story at his
trial — and he is likely to talk volu-
bly in order to defend himself — he
will add tc the already growing num-
ber of accounts of assistance exiend-
ed 1o Nazis and their couaborators by
covert American operatives. -

Serious charges bave been. }eveled
against senior Central Intelligence
Agency.officials for:allegedly bring-
ing proNazi war criminels to the
Unijed States ta gajn their coopera-
tiorr in.planning cla.ndstine ami
Com.mumst schemes.” ...~

The.recruitment of these monsters
several of whom are reported-to-be
residing respectably in this country,
was done in blatant violation of ppli-
cies aid down by the Truman admin-
istration durmg the:postwar period.

So.there are top US. officials who
share the mentality of Communists
and Nazis 10 the degree that they
believe that the:end justifies the
means. That ontlook,.in my ‘estima-
tion, is .the shppery road to moral
ruin. -

But the Barb)e case. is bound ‘to
cause even more of .an uproar-in
France. Indeed, one French -histori:
an, Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie,:sub-
mits that the trial will be “an enor-
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mous nanonal psychod.nma.
Movie addicts and televxslon v:ew-
ers no doubt suffer from the illusion” .
that .the overwhelming majority of
the French were heroic:figures in °
the underground-resistance,against

the Germanps, who .occupied France .

during World War II. Bm }ust the
opposne was true. o

- When 1 lived in ﬁanee Iollowing
the war, nearly every French man
and .woman Iymet claimed to have
been in the resistance. Someseven
recounted romantic tua of then- 1n~
trap;d‘exploxts. :

-] soon Jearned.to my dxsappmnt-
ment,. however, that most of. the

Fremch ‘had ‘toierated the Nazis —

and a good ‘many:actively assisted
them én such.beinous waysas in:.
forming on Jews desuned Jorscon-
centranon tamps. 0 L R

“Statistical estimates compﬂed mnce
then reckon -that only some . 75,000
French — out of & total popuiation of
40-million — opposed the Germans
by 1943. And only about haif.of them .
were actually mvolved in any com-
bat. .

There probabb' was more ﬁghnng
among rival French resistance fac-
tions than against the Germans...
Comiunist groups were -especially. .
ruthless, taking advantage of the tur-.
mof] ToWwipé out their French poliu
cal adversaries.

~“For ‘' the sake of pmervmg theu',

natiorial pride, though, the French
as a mattet of policy perpetusted the
myth that the resistance to the Nazis
bad ‘been a mass movement: Only
latety’ has the myth begun to
cracked. -

- Within the past few years, ior in-
' stance, ‘the government-rue-televi-
sion networks in France have’per-

STAT

- Vichyixes have. contended that
mey accommodated the Germans in
- order 10 spere the region. But Paxton
“has disclosed, among’othet things,
' that the satellite regime was repres-"
,kmve and recist-—.and even commit...
‘ted atrocmes o curry favar with, the’

'I‘ned in his absence by two French
courts, Barbie has been sentenced 10:
_death for more.than 4,000 killings as
“well as the ,departation of same 7,500 |
"Jews during his reign. as. -Gestapo |
.boss.dn the ciry of Lyons.. ,

"He_Tled. to Bolivia, where succes-
sxve “military juntas left bim unmo-
“lested. But.a pew civilian president-
.elected .there - in .October expelled
him on 8- techmcahry, and he-~was |
picked up by the French, who flew
 him to France early thls month to
stand trial again. . -

- rators, and thus reopen old wounds..

Barbie is worrying many French
signaling that he will name collabo-

" Not long ago, & fermer budget miDis-
" ter was indicted for wartime crimes’
. — an indication that {riends of the"

"“Nazis attained .high: unk.'hlvmg
_concealed their records. .

. On his flight from BolTYia 1o
‘France -the- other day,. Barbie 1018 -
_reporters:that his:case-ought to-be ;

" ‘shelved begause 's0 Imany: npew.

.crimes have-happened” since-World -

N “War 1I.-He is correct.— at:least: in -

impugning - humanity, - Millions -of -

people have died in places as dispa- .’

-rete as Siberia and Cambodia. .
But, I think, the conscience of the

- world-must be reminded repeatedly

of men’s inhumanity to man: ‘Huinan .
conduct has not.improved apprecia- :
‘bly ‘since ‘the Dark Ages, but the
. human -capacity for -indignation is"

- progress of sorts. ©-.
mittéd_the showing of The Sorrow —

. and the'Pity, a bnlhant documenmry, .

that dramatizes .the wid

“during the war.” - o
_In 1971, when -the film rdll" ]

read acs
" ceptance of Nazi. mle by thé F’Ignch_,

“*Yanned: the director of, one of the |

French television “networks. ex..'
plained the prohibition by sn.yln'g‘
that “myths are impaortantin the e
of a people; and-certain myths mnst
not be destroyed.”.

Oddly enough, much of the credit
for puncrurmg the phony. legends .
‘belongs to an American scholar, Rob-.
‘ert Paxton, who has metlculously re-,
searched the activities of the Vichy
.government, the regime that .g
"erned southern France during -

. war as a‘pawn of the Gemans.w



